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This catalog’s objective is to present the 
route "Protected Natural Heritage Within 

the Cross-Border Region Romania-Bulgaria". The 
route covers all the diversity of the region's pre-
served natural wealth in sixty sites with protec-
tion status under national and European legisla-
tion - water and wetlands, parks and reserves, 
nature landmarks and protected areas. These 
sites are located in the territory of Vidin, Mon-
tana, Vratsa, Pleven, Veliko Tarnovo, Ruse, Silis-
tra and Dobrich districts in the Bulgarian part of 
the cross-border region and the counties of Me-
hedinti, Dolj, Olt, Teleorman, Giurgiu, Calarasi 
and Constanta in the Romanian part.
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Sites in Romania
Mehedinti County

1. Iron Gates
2. The plateau of Mehedinti
3. Domogled - Valley of the Cerna river
4. Blahnita
5. Vanju Mare

Dolj County 
6. Jiu River Corridor
7. The Danube at the Garla Mare - Maglavit
8. Ciupercenii-Desa
9. Radomir Forest 

Olt County
10. The valley of the Oltet River
11. The mouth of the river Olt at the inflow into 

the Danube
Giurgiu County

12. Comana
Calarasi County 

13. The Deep Lake (Iezer) - Calarasi
14. Borca Branch

Sites in Romania

Constanta County 
15. Forest and Valley of Canaraua Fetii-Iortmac
16. Dumbraveni-Valley of the Urluia River - 
Lake Vederoasa
17. Danube River Cliffs
18. Dobrudzha Gorges
19. Tasaul – Corbu Lakes
20. Lake Siutghiol   
21. Murflatar Fountain
22. Sea dunes in Agigea
23. Lake Techirghiol   
24. Sea area  around Cape Tuzla
25. Costinesti - 23 August
26. Cape Aurora
27. Underwater sulphur springs in Mangalia
28. Hajieni Forest - Cotul Vaii
29. Maritime coastal waterfront 
Vama Veche - 2 May
30. The Delta of the Danube River (Lake Rizim)

Sites in Bulgaria
Vidin District

1. Vidin Park
2. Archar - Orsoya
3. Belogradchik Rocks - Venetsa
4. The Magura Cave
5. Stara Planina mountain and Forebalkan

Montana District
6. Kozloduy
7. Tsibar - Tsibar marsh - Ibisha Island

Vratsa District
8. Vrachanski Balkan
9. God's Bridge - Ponora
10. Ostrovska step - Vadin - Ostrov marsh
11. Karlukovo karst

Pleven District
12. Karaboaz
13. Studenets
14. Persina - Nikopol Plateau
15. The Vit River

Veliko Tarnovo District
16. Vardim Island - estuary of Yantra River
17. Cold River - Hadzhi Dimitrovo Fish Ponds
18. Tarnovo heights
19. River Yantra

Ruse District
20. Rusenski Lom - Lomovete - Orlova chuka
21. Kalimok - Brushlen - Boblata

Silistra District
22. Srebarna - Ludogorie
23. Pozharevo - Garvan

Dobrich District
24. Suhata Reka
25. The Valley of the Batova River
26.Golden Sands
27. Botanical Garden, Balchik
28. Complex Kaliakra
29. Shabla Lake - Ezerets
30. Durankulak

SITES INCLUDED IN THE ROUTE

Sites in Bulgaria
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The following types of sites of protected natural heritage fall within the framework of the "Protected 
Natural Heritage Within the Cross-Border Region Romania-Bulgaria" route:

 ■ Protected territories, declared under the national legislation in Romania and 
Bulgaria;

 ■ NATURA 2000 protected areas;

 ■ Sites of the natural heritage under UNESCO's auspices;

 ■ Wetlands of international importance declared under the Ramsar 
Convention (RAMSAR).

The main sites within the scope of the route are natural and national parks, biosphere reserves and 
wetlands of international importance. Natural parks provide long-term protection of natural and artificial 
ecosystems on their territory while at the same time maintaining activities such as tourism, agriculture 
and industry that do not pollute the environment. The primary objective of this type of protected area is 
to achieve sustainable development. The selected sites on the territory of Bulgaria are the Nature Park 
"Vrachanski Balkan" (considered the second largest in Bulgaria), Persina Nature Park, Rusenski Lom Nature 
Park (on whose territory is a site under the protection of UNESCO) and Nature Park "Golden Sands ". For 
the territory of Romania, the main sites included in the route are the Iron Gate Natural Park, Domogled 
National Park, Mehedinti Plateau Geology Park and Comana Natural Park. The Srebarna Reserve and the 
Danube Delta (Lake Razim) are major sites with many natural values, which are extremely important for 
the bio-systems situated on the cross-border route.

The Belogradchik Rocks, the Magura Cave, the Karlukovo Karst and the Kaliakra Complex, partici-
pating as additional departures from the Danube River in Bulgaria, are protected as natural landmarks of 
exceptional natural value. For the territory of Romania, additional sites of high natural and tourist value 
are concentrated in the eastern Black Sea region of the country – the Siutghiol, Tashaul and Corbu lakes, 
the sulphureous submarine springs in Mangalia, the protected area of the Vama Veche, the Hadjieni 
forest and the Murfatlar Fountain. All sites included in this route are in the NATURA 2000 network. The 
sites under the Ramsar Convention for the Protection of Wetlands (RAMSAR) have an outstanding natural 
value.

The route "Protected Natural Heritage Within the Cross-Border Region Romania-Bulgaria " presents 
the following sites of European and national significance:
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 ■ 2 sites with biosphere reserve status: Srebarna and the Danube Delta (Lake 
Razim);

 ■ 3 sites, protected by a UNESCO definition – Rusenski Lom Nature Park, 
Srebarna Reserve and Danube Delta (Lake Razim);

 ■ 1 National Park - Domogled National Park – the Cerna river basin; 
 ■ 8 sites protected by the Ramsar Convention – Hadzhi Dimitrovo Fishing Ponds, 

Shabla and Ezeretz Lakes, Durankulak Lake, Comana Nature Park, Lake Techir-
ghiol, Deep Lake (Iezer) - Calarasi, Blahnitsa, Olt River mouth at the infusion 
and Danube; 

 ■ 1 Geological Park - Mehenditi Plateau;
 ■ 25 sites of European importance – NATURA 2000, Habitats Directive;
 ■ 8 sites protected under the Birds Directive – NATURA 2000;
 ■ 20 sites that fall under the two directives – Habitats Directive and the Birds 

Directive – NATURA 2000;
 ■ Protected Site – Botanical Garden in the town of Balchik.

Route
"PROTECTED NATURAL HERITAGE WITHIN

THE CROSS-BORDER REGION
ROMANIA-BULGARIA "

STATUS AND PROTECTION REGIME OF NATURAL SITES
The status and protection of natural sites in Bulgaria and Romania are defined according to the main Eu-
ropean directives on environmental protection, the national laws of the two countries and are generally 
distinguished in the following categories: 

BULGARIA

1. Reserve
2. National Park
3. Natural landmark
4. Maintained reserve
5. Nature Park
6. Protected Site
Wetland of international importance
(Ramsar)
NATURA 2000
EU and UNESCO Definitions

ROMANIA

1. National Park
2. Nature Park
3. Scientific Reserve
4. Nature Reserve
5. Natural Monument
6. Biosphere Reserve
Wetland of international importance
(Ramsar)
NATURA 2000
EU and UNESCO Definitions

Route "PROTECTED NATURAL HERITAGE WITHIN THE CROSS-BORDER REGION ROMANIA-BULGARIA "offers 

unique sites of the protected natural heritage along the Danube River, natural sites protected by UNES-

CO, reserves, national and nature parks and diverse flora and fauna from the European network NATURA 

2000. It presents diversity of plant and animal species and their habitats, landscape uniqueness, includ-

ing precious specimens and forms of inanimate nature. All natural sites included in the route have a pro-

tection and management regime aimed at preserving natural habitats and populations of protected rare, 

endemic and relic species, as well as preserving the unique landscapes and patterns of non-living nature. 

Tourism activity is related to maintaining and improving ecosystems and biodiversity, conservation and 

restoration of nature, educational and scientific work, as well as environmental monitoring.

On the other hand, the visiting of the natural protected areas of the route provides the opportunity 

for spiritual enrichment and acquaintance with different cultural and historical landmarks, traditional 

events and customs of various local communities.

Introduction
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TOURIST OFFER OF THE SITES ON ROUTE TERRITORY 
The route offers a wide range of sustainable tourist activities such as hiking, recreational tourism, adven-
ture tourism and educational tourism, cycling tourism, bird watching, amateur fishing.

The nature parks have developed tourist programs, routes, information centers and tourist infra-
structure - guides and information boards, training or demonstration centers, eco-paths, cycling routes 
and tourist routes of varying difficulty, as well as tourist guides. In the Bulgarian part of the route those 
are: Vrachanski Balkan, Persina, Rusenski Lom and Golden Sands. As additional routes in Bulgaria, more 
regulated tourist sites are located in the Western Stara Planina - Belogradchik (including Belogradchik 
Rocks, Magura and Venets caves) and Karlukovski karst, as well as in the coastal part - Balchik, Kaliakra, 
Shabla, Durankulak. For Romania, these are the Iron Gates Natural Park, Domogled - Cerna River Valley 
National Park, Mehedinti Plateau Geology Park, Comana Nature Park, Danube River Delta (Lake Razim). 
Of significant interest are the Sea Area around cape Tuzla, Lake Techirghiol, the sea dunes at Agigea, the 
Siutghiol Lake.

ADVENTURE TOURISM

Activities offered by the sites along the route are 

the following: yachting, underwater safaris and 

underwater archeology, water and river canoeing, 

rafting (with inflatable boat in fast waters), adven-

ture, mountain and road cycling, horse trekking, 

climbing with mountain guide, mountain trekking.

HIKING AND ADVENTURE TOURISM ROUTE 
The main protected nature areas included in the 
hiking and adventure route are united by offering 
pedestrian tourism, cycling, mountaineering, div-
ing, cave visits and visits of other speleological, 
geological, geomorphologic forms and protected 
landscapes.

The western route is a tour between the 
Iron Gates Nature Park, Mehedinti Plateau Geology 
Park and the Domogled National Park - the valley of 
the Cerna River. The following routes are the same 
as the main route. The tour begins and ends in Dro-
beta-Turnu Severin. The connection with Bulgaria 
is made on the road linking Drobeta-Turnu Severin 
and Vidin, namely DN56A. 

The eastern route starts at the Calarasi-Silis-
tra border crossing point and ends at the Vama 
Veche-Durankulak border checkpoint. The follow-
ing route passes through DN3 from Silistra to Pi-
etreni, through the Danube Rocks and Dumbraveni 
- the Urluia River Valley - Vederoasa Lake. From 
Pietreni, it goes along the DJ222 to the Gorges of 
Dobrudzha, then to Hadjieni Forest - Koutuli Vai 

and travels along the coast on the DJ222, DN2A, 

A4, DN39, DJ391. From the Hajieni Forest - Cotul 

Vaii, one goes back the same way, DJ391, to Manga-

lia and then following the DN39 to Vama Veche - 2 

May, through Vama Veche going back to Bulgaria.

Introduction

UNIQUENESS OF THE ROUTE
The Route "Protected Natural Heritage Within the Cross-Border Region Romania-Bulgaria" is comprised of 
unique sites of the protected natural heritage along the Danube River, in the Black Sea part of the region, 
as well as many natural attractions of a various nature. The route combines many sites with a high level 
of international nature protection and importance, as well as diverse objects in a relatively small area.

Touristic activities are of course correlated with the protection and management regimes on the 
route territories. They are committed to taking measures to conserve, strengthen and restore the natural 
wealth. Thus, the tourist services provided on the territory of the route are sustainable and comply with 
the requirements for the protection of species of animals and plants. Alternative tourism, ecotourism 
and sustainable tourism are being practiced within the route. The trail offers attractions of ecological, 
mountain, adventure (cycling, horseback riding, boating, diving, exploring unlit caves, crossing mountain 
routes with a guide) and rural tourism. Additional attractions within the protected areas included in the 
route offer opportunities for tourism related to the cultural and historical heritage, religion, wine, tra-
ditional cuisine, ethnography and traditional music and crafts.

SUSTAINABLE ECO-TOURISM
The tour of the protected sites aims not only to minimize the impact on the biological environment, 
but also to form the views of tourists before and during their trip, as well as to create environmentally 
friendly tourist practices. All activities in the area of reception must be in accordance with the maxi-
mum capacity of natural resources, i.e. aimed to respect the principle of resource use as economically 
as possible. Route sites are little affected by human settlements and tourist activities in them must con-
tribute to protecting the nature and well-being of the local population. All participants in the tourism 
and territory management are committed to minimizing the impact on the territories visited, to inform-
ing travelers on local rules and arrangements and to participating in any regional nature conservation 
program. The visit to the sites of the route is of instructional and educational character. Education and 
interpretation of the natural environment (including environmental education) are important tools in 
creating a pleasant, meaningful and fulfilling ecotouristic experience. 

Introduction
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BIRD WATCHING
Because of its strategic geographic location, di-
verse relief, and the presence of invaluable natu-
ral assets, the route is a very favorable destination 
among bird watching practitioners, especially in 
the spring and autumn when the two largest mi-
gratory bird trips take place. Located at the cross-
roads between Europe and Asia, the two most im-
portant bird migration routes - Via Pontica and Via 
Aristotelis - pass through the region. More than 400 
species of birds are recorded on the route, some 
of which are difficult to see elsewhere in Europe.

In the Bulgarian part of the route, the most 
suitable points include Tsibar - Tsibar swamp - Ibi-
sha Island, Kozloduy, Persina - Nikopol Plateau, 
Vardim Island - Yantra River estuary, Studena River, 
Hadzhi Dimitrovo fish ponds (Important ornitholog-
ical site), Rousse Lom /Lomovete - Orlova Chuka 
(included in UNESCO), Ludogorie - Srebarna (RAM-
SAR site included in UNESCO), Suhata Reka, Golden 
Sands, Kaliakra Complex.

The Bird Watching Route on the territory of 
Romania includes: Ciupercenii - Desa - Danube at 
Garla - Mare - Maglavit – Blahnita - Zhelezni Vrata 
(Iron gates) Nature Park - Domogled National Park 
- Cerna river valley - Jiu River Corridor - Radomir 
Forest - Olt River estuary on the Danube - Coma-
na Nature Park - Iezerul Calarasi Reserve - Borca 
Branch - Danube Cliffs - The Canary Forest and the 
Valley Canarau Fethiye – Dumbraveni - Urluia Riv-
er valley-Vederoasa Lake - The Dobrudzha Gorges 
- The Danube Delta (Lake Razim) - Lake Tasaul - 
Corbu - Lake Siutghiol - Lake Techirghiol - Hadjieni 
Forest - Cotul Vaii.

Introduction

CYCLING ROUTES
With already built biking routes and infrastructure, as well as available asphalt routes, the most suitable 
for Bulgaria are: Western Stara Planina and Forebalkan, Vratsa Balkan, Karlukov karst, God’s Bridge - 
Ponora, Persina - Nikopol Plateau, Vardim Island - the mouth of Yantra River, Rusenski Lom / Lomovete - 
Orlova Chuka, Kalimok - Brushlen - Boblata, Golden Sands, and for Romania: Iron Gates, Maritime Coastal 
Aquatorium Vama Veche - 2 May, Forest and valley of Canaraua Fetii-Iortmac.

Euro Velo 6
The most popular bicycle route in Europe - Euro 
Velo 6 – runs along the Danube River. Euro Velo is 
a network of 15 long-distance cycling routes con-
necting and uniting the entire European continent. 
Routes can be used by both tourists and local resi-
dents who travel daily.

The Euro Velo 6 route passes through the 
following countries: Germany, Austria, Slovakia, 
Hungary, Croatia, Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania. 
The Danube cycling route, for the most part, pass-
es through both sides of the Danube, sometimes 
only on one side, so the river has to be crossed 
frequently during the trip. It follows the ancient 
Roman road along the Danube limes, which con-
nects the stations and fortresses up to the Dan-
ube delta. The route passes near Bregovo, Vidin 
and through Lom, Kozloduy, Svishtov and Rousse 
it reaches Silistra, where cyclists can continue to 
the Danube Delta (Lake Razim). The bicycle trail 
features mainly asphalt roads as close as possible 
to the river and offers good opportunities, espe-
cially for bird watching and close interaction with 
the unspoiled natural environment. The European 
Cycling Federation owns the Euro Velo brand and 
coordinates its development at European level.

RURAL TOURISM
Rural and agro tourism present the opportunity of 
including tourists in the everyday life of the vis-
ited household: fruit and vegetable harvesting, 
collecting herbs, preparing traditional dishes, par-
ticipating in the customs and holidays of the area, 
observation or training in local crafts, folk and ag-
ricultural traditions. These activities can be com-
plemented by different types of active or cultural 
tourism - pedestrian, cycling tourism, horseback 
riding, visits to monasteries, museums, archeologi-
cal and other attractions, craft school. 

ECOTOURISM WITH EDUCATIONAL CHARACTER
The Nature Parks are currently offering this kind of 
tourist service both for organized groups as well as 
for individual tourists.

Introduction
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Sites in BULGARIA

Sites in BULGARIA

ACCESSIBILITY OF THE SITES WITH THE MAIN TYPES OF TRANSPORTATION
All sites are accessible by ground transportation, with the exception of the islands along the Danube - Ibi-
sha, Tsibar, Kozloduy, Belene islands, Persina, Pozharevo, Durankulak island and the Romanian sea islands 
Mare and Corbului. All of them are accessible by water transportation - boats and ferries.

The Europe-wide transportation corridor № 7 runs through the area; it is formed by the Danube 
River as an internal continental link between Western, Central and Eastern Europe and connects Europe 
and Asia, while through the Black Sea it further establishes direct connection with the inland waterway 
network of Russia and the countries of the Caspian basin. The following sites from the Bulgarian part 
of the route are accessible along this corridor: Studenets, Vit River, Karaboaz, Vardim Island and Yantra 
River Estuary, Persina Nature Park and the Nikopol Plateau.

The border points that can link the parts of the cross-border route on either side of the border are 
the following, from west to east:

 ■ Calafat – Vidin
 ■ Bechet - Oryahovo
 ■ Turnu Magurele - Nikopol
 ■ Giurgiu - Rousse
 ■ Calarasi - Silistra
 ■ Vama Veche – Durankulak

Introduction
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Vidin Park

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected Site un-
der the Habitats Directive (SCI) with code 
BG0000522, which borders with a protected 
area under the Birds Directive. Includes pro-
tected area "Lipaka".

 ■ District: Vidin
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Montana
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Deciduous 

forests of beech, lime, ash, sycamore and elm 
are found in the territory of the protected 
area. The presence of mixed habitats between 
Mizia forests, comprising of silver-linden, and 
thermophilic beech forests. There are oak for-
ests, widely distributed along the lower part of 
the Vidbol River, with many tree species typi-
cal of riparian areas. Presence of patural and 
semi-natural grasslands.

 ■ Protected species: 20 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village of 
Sinagovtsi.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): There is no informa-
tion about nearby locations. Possibility of ac-
commodation in the town of Vidin.

 ■ Possibilities for hiking: The zone allows for hik-
ing – there are two existing eco-trails in the 
"Bozhuritsa" locality. 

 ■ Other attractions: There is no information about 
nearby locations. The proximity to Vidin allows 
visits to the site to be combined with visiting 
other points of cultural and archaeological in-
terest, located in the city.

Bulgaria, Vidin District

1

Bulgaria,
Vidin District 

1. Vidin Park
2. Archar - Orsoya
3. Belogradchik Rocks - Venetsa
4. The Magura Cave
5. Western Balkan Mountains and Forebalkan
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Belogradchik Rocks - Venetsa3

 ■ Nature conservation status: Natural landmark
 ■ District: Vidin
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Montana
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Conservation 

of unique rock formations.
 ■ Protected species: No official information

 ■ Accessibility: Easy access, immediately from the 
center of Belogradchik. Several approaches are 
possible.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): Good accommoda-
tion and lodging options in the town of Belo-
gradchik.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: The Belogradchik Rocks 
are among the most popular tourist attractions 
in Bulgaria. There is an opportunity for various 
types of tourism.

 ■ Other attractions: Medieval fortress, opportuni-
ties for cultural and cultural-historical tourism.

Bulgaria, Vidin District

Archar - Orsoya2

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected Area 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI) with code 
BG0000497, which borders with a protected 
area under the Birds Directive.

 ■ District: Vidin
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Montana
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area includes flooded Danube terraces and 
the surrounding sandy hills with a height of 
80-90 m. It also includes a Danube island with 
alluvial forests.

 ■ Protected species: 31 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village of 
Archar, then by a dirt road; difficult access.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): There is no informa-
tion about nearby locations; accommodation in 
the town of Vidin.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: No distinct or marked 
routes, paths and approaches to the site.

 ■ Other attractions: Opportunity of combining eco 
and cultural tourism. There are remnants of 
the late Roman and early Byzantine city of 
Ratiaria. Opportunity for bird-watching ac-
tivities.

Bulgaria, Vidin District
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The Magura Cave4

 ■ Nature conservation status: Natural landmark
 ■ District: Vidin
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Montana
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Conservation 

of cave fauna and prehistoric cultural finds, in-
cluding the famous rock paintings.

 ■ Protected species: 9 species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village of 
Rabisha.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): Local guest houses 
and restaurants. Possibility of accommodation 
in the town of Belogradchik.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: Existing opportunity for 
hiking, the cave is visited by Bulgarian and for-
eign tourists.

 ■ Other attractions: Rabisha Lake is located near-
by, which allows for fishing, swimming and surf-
ing activities.

Bulgaria, Vidin District
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Bulgaria,
Montana District

Sofia
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6. Kozloduy
7. Tsibar - Tsibar marsh - Ibisha Island

5 West Stara Planina and the Fore-Balkan

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected Area 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI), with code 
BG0001040, which overlaps with a protect-
ed zone under the SPA Birds Directive - SPA 
BG0002002 "West Balkan". The territory of the 
area includes reserves "Upper Koriya" and "Chu-
prene", natural landmark "Belogradchik rocks", 
protected areas "Kopren-Ravno Buche", "Chu-
prene Buki", "Sto Ovtsi", "Ravensko Gradishte", 
"Samarite", “Urubnik” and others.

 ■ District: Montana, Vidin, Sofia
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Montana, RIEW 

- Sofia
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area is characterized by diverse forest land-
scapes, rock and cave formations.

 ■ Protected species: 57 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road - Belogradchik - Var-
bovo - Dolni Lom - Chiprovtsi - Prevala - Beli 
Mel.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at 

a distance of up to 10 km): In Belogradchik, 
Berkovitsa, Chiprovtsi, Chuprene and other 
nearby localities.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: The area offers the pos-
sibility of hiking with many existing marked 
routes.

 ■ Other attractions: Remains of medieval fortress-
es in Berkovitsa, Belogradchik, Thracian for-
tress between the villages of Pomezhdin and 
Ravna, Chiprovtski gradishta.

Bulgaria, Vidin District
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7 Tsibar - Tsibar marsh - Ibisha Island

 ■ Nature conservation status: The protected area 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI) with code 
BG0000199, which overlaps with a protected 
zone under the Birds Directive - SPA BG0002104 
"Tsibar blato", BG0002007 "Ibisha Island", in a 
small part overlaps with BG0002009 "Zlatiya-
ta". Includes the maintained reserve "Ibisha".

 ■ District: Montana
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Montana
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area aims to protect and maintain habitats 
of protected bird species in order to achieve 
their favorable conservation status, as well as 
to restore the habitats of bird species whose 
conservation status requires improvement.

 ■ Protected species: 24 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village of 
Gorni Tsibar, the village of Dolni Tsibar, the vil-
lage of Zlatia. 

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): In the town of Lom 
and the town of Kozloduy.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: There are no existing 
marked routes, paths or approaches.

 ■ Other attractions: There is no information about 
nearby locations.

Bulgaria, Montana District

6 Kozloduy

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected zone 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI) with code 
BG0000527, which is contained in a protected 
zone under the Birds Directive - SPA BG0002009 
"Zlatiyata".

 ■ District: Montana
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Montana
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area is a steep loess slope between the 
town of Kozloduy and the village of Gorni 
Tsibar. The crests are covered by steppe veg-
etation with the presence of some endemic 
species. Dominants include Stipa capillata, 
Artemisia campestris; Endemics include Cen-
taurea rumelica, Stachys arenariaeformis, 
Chamaecytisus supinus.

 ■ Protected species: 2 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Good access by an asphalt road 
from the town of Kozloduy.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): Possibility of accom-
modation in the town of Kozloduy.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: The area provides the op-
portunity for hiking; it is located within walk-
ing distance of the town of Kozloduy.

 ■ Other attractions: Nearby is located the town 
park of Kozloduy and the national steamer mu-
seum "Radetzky".

Bulgaria, Montana District
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8 Vrachanski Balkan

 ■ Nature conservation status: The Vrachanski Bal-
kan Nature Park overlaps with the Protected 
Area under the Habitats Directive with code 
BG0000166, a protected zone under the Birds 
Directive - SPA BG0002053 "Vrachanski Balkan". 
It includes the Vratsa karst reserve, natural 
landmarks "Tamnata dupka", "Kolchakovets", 
"Vratsa", "Ledenika", "Ritlite", "Rashkov dol", 
"Novata Peshtera", protected areas "Borov ka-
mak", “Lakatnishki Rocks","Vola","Vezhdata".

 ■ District: Vratsa
 ■ Responsible institution: Nature Park Directorate 

"Vrachanski Balkan"
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area is important for the conservation of the 
habitats of numerous plant and animal species. 
It is characterized by karst relief with various 
forms and specific natural habitats.

 ■ Protected species: 40 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Three main directions - Vratsa, ex-
its from the first-class road Montana - Vratsa, 
as well as through the village of Lutybrod.

 ■ Access restrictions: No access restrictions. 
There are restrictions for some tourist activi-
ties only in the "Vratsa karst".

 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at 
a distance of up to 10 km): In Vratsa, there 
are also many places for accommodation in the 
park and the surrounding area.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: Possibility for hiking on 
nine eco-trails and marked trails, numerous 
places of sightseeing (Zgorigrad, Alpine House, 
Ritlite and Vratsa Visitor Centers).

 ■ Other attractions: Opportunities for rock climb-
ing. Monuments of culture, cultural and histor-
ical sites.

Bulgaria, Vratsa District
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10 Ostrovska step - Vadin - Ostrov marsh

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected area 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI) with code 
BG0000334

 ■ District: Vratsa
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Vratsa
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area includes a flooded plain along the Dan-
ube River, high loess terraces in the area of the 
villages of Ostrov and Vadin. The landscape is 
open and includes steppes, arable land, or-
chards and forests along the banks of the Dan-
ube River. Existence of swamps with commu-
nities of Phrag-mites australis, Typha latifolia, 
T. angustifolia. Large loess steppes over the 
flooded terraces.

 ■ Protected species: 29 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village of Os-
trov, proximity to the ferry terminal Orahovo.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): Possibility of accom-
modation and meals in the town of Oryahovo.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: The terrain is passable and 
accessible via dirt roads and trails but there 
are no existing marked trails.

 ■ Other attractions: No information.

Bulgaria, Vratsa District

9 God's Bridge - Ponora

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected area un-
der the Habitats Protection Directive (SCI) with 
code BG0000594. Includes the natural land-
mark "Ponor Cave".

 ■ District: Vratsa
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Vratsa
 ■ Nature conservation significance: There are 

rock formations on the territory of the pro-
tected area, a 3.5 km long water cave through 
which an underground river flows, forming 
deep lakes.

 ■ Protected species: 15 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village of 
Chiren, the last 2 km are on dirt road.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): In the town of Vratsa
 ■ Hiking opportunities: The approaches are built 

out of natural building materials. Opportunity 
for eco and rural tourism.

 ■ Other attractions: Remains of a stone fortress 
near the site.

Bulgaria, Vratsa District
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11 Karlukovo karst

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected zone 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI) with code 
BG0001014, which overlaps a protected zone 
under the Birds Directive - SPA BG0000332 "Kar-
lukovsk karst". Includes the natural landmarks 
"Galabarnika", "Haidushka Cave", "Chuklite", 
"Chervenitsa", "Samoilitsa" - I and II, as well as 
the ornithologically important location "Karlu-
kovski karst".

 ■ District: Vratsa
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Vratsa, RIEW - 

Pleven
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area is characterized by karst habitats.
 ■ Protected species: 41 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road from the town of 
Roman through the village of Kunino or from 
the town of Cherven Briag through the village 
of Reslets. The main road from Sofia goes via 
Lukovit and Karlukovo (outside the territory of 
the cross-border region).

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): In the town of Lukov-
it, the town of Cherven briag.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: Possibility for hiking, in 
the area are located the caves Prohodna, Tam-
nata dupka, Svirchovitsa, rock monastery "Sve-
ta Marina ", First National Geopark. There are 
many location offering viewing opportunities.

 ■ Other attractions: Possibility of cave tourism; 
the stonemasonry school and the natural phe-
nomenon "Chervenitsa" in the village of Kunino.

Bulgaria, Vratsa District
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Studenets13

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected Area 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI), with code 
BG0000240, which overlaps with a protected 
area under the Birds Directive. Includes the 
natural landmarks "The Karst Gorge of Cher-
nelka River", "Studenets", "Tertiary Fossils" and 
protected areas "Kaylaka" and "Turiyata".

 ■ District: Pleven
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Pleven
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The zone is of 

great importance for the conservation of rare 
plant and animal species and communities. Ex-
istence of diverse natural habitats, including 
forest, grass, karst formations, caves and eu-
trophic lakes.

 ■ Protected species: 137 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Good transport access from the 
town of Pleven.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): In the town of Pleven.
 ■ Hiking opportunities: Routes through Kayla-

ka Protected Area and the Natural Landmark 
"Karst Gorge of the Chernelka River".

 ■ Other attractions: Rock Climbing Routes in Kailu-
ka, Wine Museum, Tertiary Fossils.

Bulgaria, Pleven District

12 Karaboaz

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected Area 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI) with code 
BG0000335, which borders with a protected 
area under the Birds Directive. It includes in 
its territory the protected areas "Kutina" and 
"Genchov orman".

 ■ District: Pleven
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Pleven
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area is the largest existing floating terrace 
on the Danube River. Today it is strongly al-
tered by anthropogenic activity.

 ■ Protected species: No official information

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village of 
Gulyantsi, Brest village, Gigen village, Dolni 
Vit village.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): There is no informa-
tion about locations nearby.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: There are no designated 
routes and approaches.

 ■ Other attractions: There is no information about 
nearby locations.

Bulgaria, Pleven District
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Persina – the Nikopol Plateau14

 ■ Nature conservation status: A natural complex 
that includes Persina Nature Park, covered by 
the Habitat Directive with code BG0000247 
"Persina", Protected Areas under the Birds 
Directive "Lakat Island", Complex "Belene Is-
lands" and the Svishtov-Belene lowland. The 
park includes the Milka Reserve, the Kitka Re-
serve, the Persina East Reserve and the Persina 
East Protected Area. Persina Nature Park part-
ly overlaps with the Nikopol Plateau Protected 
Zone, declared under the Habitats and Birds 
Directives.

 ■ District: Pleven
 ■ Responsible institution: Persina Nature Park Di-

rectorate 
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The Nature 

Park has been designated for the conserva-
tion and restoration of Danube Wetlands and 
the preservation of the natural state of the 
numerous islands within the boundaries of the 
Park. This is the location of largest Bulgarian 
and fourth largest island on the Danube river 
– Persin Island, which also gives the name of 
the park. Its length is 15 km, and in width it 
reaches up to 6 km.

 ■ Protected Species: The greatest wealth of the 
park is the birds. Over 200 species have been 
described and almost all have conservation 
status. The Belene island complex is consid-
ered to be one of the five most important hab-
itats of the Great Cormorant /Phalacrokorax 
carbo/, the Pygmy Cormorant / Pyracormac 
pygumeus/, the night heron /Nycticorax nyc-
ticorax/, the small heron /Ardeola ralloides /, 
the Little Egret / Egretta gatzetta/, the great 
egret /Egretta alba/, the purple heron /Ardea 
purpurea/, the Eurasian Spoonbill /Platia leu-
corodia/, the glossy ibis /Plegadis falcinellus/, 
the Ferruginous duck /Aythya nyroca/, the 
Common tern and Little tern /Sterna hirundo 
and Sterna albifrons. There are also 475 spe-
cies of higher plants, 162 of which are closely 
related to the presence of water. There is a di-
versity of plant formations in the island marsh-
es, in the drainage and irrigation canals. The 
Nikopol Plateau is important for protecting 
karst plateaus with elements of steppe vege-
tation; of caves.

 ■ Accessibility: The transport access is via the 
town of Belene.

 ■ Access restrictions: Access to Persin is con-
trolled due to the functioning prison located 
there, as well as in order to reduce the anthro-
pogenic pressure on the ecosystem.

 ■ Accommodation and food service options: In 
the town of Belene and in the town of Nikopol

 ■ Hiking opportunities: In 2002 the Persina Nature 
Park Directorate began building a park infra-
structure. A "Recreation Corner" near the Dan-
ube River, bird watching hideaways, pedestrian 
routes and a bicycle route to the Kaikusha Pro-
tected Site have been built. The area provides 
an opportunity for hiking. There are views over 
the town of Nikopol and the Danube. Euro Velo 
Bike Route 6 runs there.

 ■ Other attractions: Along with its natural re-
sources, the territory of Persina Nature Park 
has witnessed a rich historical past. To this at-
test the the multitude of monuments, as well 
as the works of local historians. More than 36 
archaeological sites from Roman, Early Medi-
eval and Medieval settlements have been dis-
covered and registered on the territory of Be-
lene Municipality. Among the most attractive 
is the ancient Dimum Castrum on the banks of 
the Danube River. In the area of the Nikopol 
Plateau is located the Eliya Fountain, numer-
ous churches, the Victory Monument, the Rock 
Monastery, Stone Fortress; there are opportu-
nities for fishing and bird watching.

Bulgaria, Pleven District
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The Vit River 15

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected zone 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI) with code 
BG0000181. Includes the protected area "Lagat 
- Drumkata".

 ■ District: Pleven
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Pleven
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area covers the flow of the river Vit north of 
Pleven, a system of marshes (old river beds), 
some alluvial forests and steppe communities 
in the hills above the river. The presence of 
rich fish fauna of 44 species as well as riparian 
forests. The zone is an important bio corridor.

 ■ Protected species: 45 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village of 
Bivolare, village of Sodovets.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): In Pleven.
 ■ Hiking opportunities: Possibility of hiking with-

out marked trails. Suitable viewing places can 
be found at the villages of Bivolare and Bozhu-
ritsa.

 ■ Other attractions: There is no information about 
nearby locations.

Bulgaria, Pleven DistrictBulgaria, Pleven District
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16 Vardim Island - Yantra River estuary

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected Area un-
der the Habitats Directive (SCI, SPA), with code 
BG0002018, which overlaps a protected area 
under the Birds Directive. Includes protected 
area "The Old Oak".

 ■ District: Veliko Tarnovo
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Veliko Tarnovo 
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The zone is of 

great importance for the conservation of rare 
plant and animal species and communities. 
There are a variety of natural habitats, allu-
vial forests, river and mixed forests. There is 
a natural riverside forest of oak, elm, poplar 
and alder. The Vardim Island is the third largest 
island in the Bulgarian section of the Danube 
River. The protected area includes a second ad-
jacent island.

 ■ Protected species: 71 species of birds, of which 
21 are in the Red Book.

 ■ Accessibility: Good transport access to the town 
of Svishtov, the village of Vardim, by boat to 
the island.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km away): In the town of 
Svishtov.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: Possibility for hiking with-
out marked routes.

 ■ Other attractions: Bird watching, Nove Visitor 
Center, Historical Park dedicated to the Liber-
ation War in 1878.

Bulgaria,
Veliko Tarnovo District 
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Tarnovo heights18

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected Site un-
der the Habitats Directive (SCI), with code 
BG0000213, which borders a protected area 
under the Birds Directive. The area includes 
the protected areas "Preobrazhenski Monas-
tery", "Derventa", "Bozhur polyana".

 ■ District: Veliko Tarnovo
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Veliko Tarnovo
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area is characterized by a karst landscape 
with many caves - 22 in number. It is an import-
ant area for the protection of many inverte-
brate fauna species. There are 9 types of habi-
tats under Directive 92/43.

 ■ Protected species: 38 protected species: bats, 
amphibians and reptiles, fish, invertebrates, 
incl. butterflies, plants.

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village of 
Debelets, village of Arbanassi.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): In the town of Veliko 
Tarnovo, the village of Arbanasi, the town of 
Gorna Oryahovitsa.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: Possibility for hiking and 
religious tourism - availability of architectural 
and historical reserves and monasteries.

 ■ Other attractions: Opportunity to observe but-
terflies.

Bulgaria, Veliko Tarnovo District

17 Studena River - Hadzhi Dimitrovo Fish Ponds

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected zone 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI, SPA, PA) 
with code BG0000233, which overlaps with 
SPA BG0002070 Hadzhi Dimitrovo Fish Ponds. 
The area includes protected areas "Rusalka", 
"Bozhurluka", ornithologically important place 
"Hadzhi Dimitrovo fish ponds".

 ■ District: Veliko Tarnovo, Ruse
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Veliko Tarnovo, 

RIEW - Ruse
 ■ Nature Conservation Significance: In the pro-

tected area there are former fishponds - a 
wetland that is important for waterfowl; the 
presence of steppe communities on the hills. 
Salty meadows along the river, which are a rare 
habitat for the Danube Plain.

 ■ Protected species: 116 species of birds, of which 
33 are in the Red Book, mammals, amphibians 
and reptiles, fish; plants species - Tatar wild 
cabbage.

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village of 
Hadzhi Dimitrovo.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): In the town of Svish-
tov and the town of Byala.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: Possibility for pedestrian 
ecotourism - built route from the fishponds in 
the village of Hadzhi Dimitrovo to the town of 
Svishtov.

 ■ Other attractions: Observation of rare species of 
birds and plants.

Bulgaria, Veliko Tarnovo District
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River Yantra19

 ■ Nature conservation status: Habitats Protected 
Area (SCI), with code BG0000610, which bor-
ders a protected area under the Birds Direc-
tive.

 ■ District: Veliko Tarnovo
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Veliko Tarnovo
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The zone is 

of great importance for the conservation of 
various habitat types, habitats of species and 
their populations, including pine saline and 
salt marshes, alluvial forests, eutrophic lakes 
and others. It includes a field of Glycyrrhiza 
glabra, protected area "Natural Crimean Sal-
via Field" (Ruse District,  the village of Popsko 
Kosovo), Yantra River Corridor from the town 
of Gabrovo to its estuary. It is surrounded by 
arable lands, meadows, riparian willows and 
poplar forests, dry slopes, old river beds. Be-
tween Gabrovo and Veliko Turnovo the river 
passes mainly through rocky canyons

 ■ Protected species: 51 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Good transport access from the 
town of Svishtov, the access to the river is lim-
ited.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): In the town of Svish-
tov and the town of Byala.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: No marked routes. View-
ing places between the villages of Beliyanovo 
and Beltsov.

 ■ Other attractions: Fishing and bird watching op-
portunities.

Bulgaria, Veliko Tarnovo District
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20 Rusenski Lom - Lomovete - Orlova chuka

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected zone 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI), with code 
BG0000608 "Lomove", which overlaps with a 
protected zone under the Birds Directive - SPA 
BG0002025 "Lomovete". The zone includes the 
Rusenski Lom Nature Park, the Orlova Chuka 
Protected Area, the ornithologically important 
Site "Lomovete".

 ■ District: Ruse
 ■ Responsible institution: Directorate of Natural 

Park "Rusenski Lom"
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The Rous-

senski Lom valley is an isolated oasis with a 
peculiar mixture of species with different zo-
ological and phytogeographical origins: cen-
tral European steppe, and sub-Mediterranean. 
This is favoured by the varied relief and the 
presence of rock formations and wetlands. The 
region is karst. There are 14 types of natural 
habitats.

 ■ Protected species: 44 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Plenty of ways to accesses - from 
the main road E70 Varna-Ruse at the village 
of Pisanets-Shtruklevo-Nisovo; from the main 
road E85 Sofia-Ruse near Ivanovo village; from 
the village of Bassarbovo; main asphalt road 
to the villages of Pisanets, Shtruklevo, Nisovo, 
Cherven, Koshov, Ivanovo, Basarbovo.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at 

a distance of up to 10 km): Hotels and guest 
houses in the villages of Pisanets, Shtraklevo, 
Nisovo, Cherven, Koshov, Ivanovo, Basarbovo 
and the town of Ruse.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: Possibility of cycling, pres-
ence of eco-trails at the Ivanovo Rock Churches

 ■ Other attractions: Ivanovo Rock Churches and 
the Medieval Town of Cherven, numerous 
visitor centers, bird and wildlife observation 
sites, rock climbing in the villages of Nisovo 
and Basbovo.

Bulgaria, Ruse District
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Kalimok - Brushlen - Boblata21

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected Site un-
der the Habitats Directive (SCI) with code 
BG0000377, which overlaps with a protected 
zone under the Birds Directive - SPA BG0002030 
"Kalimok Complex". The area includes the pro-
tected area "Kalimok - Brushlen".

 ■ District: Ruse, Silistra
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Ruse
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The Kalimok 

- Brushlen complex includes a former large 
waterfront along the Danube, turned into fish-
ponds, the covered with flooded woodland 
Bezimenen Island, as well as the stretch from 
the bank of the Danube between them. The 
coastline features typical riparian, flooded for-
ests with dominant vegetation of poplars and 
willows. The site is important for waterfowl 
conservation.

 ■ Protected species: 33 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: An asphalt road exits to the left 
before the village of Brushlen, then - a dirt 
road to the Danube River embankment.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): In the town of Ruse. 
There is a Visiting Center in the village of 
Brashlen with 40 beds.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: Possibility of hiking and 
cycling (Eurovelo Cycling Route 6). An educa-
tional eco-route "Kalimok-Brushlen".

 ■ Other attractions: The area presents opportuni-
ties for bird watching, fishing. Nearby is locat-
ed the Thracian mound "Babovo".

Bulgaria, Ruse District
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Srebarna - Ludogorie22

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected zone 
BG0000241 "Srebarna", declared under the Hab-
itats Directive and the Birds Directive, includes 
the protected zone BG0000169 "Ludogorie - 
Srebarna" declared under the Habitats Direc-
tive, the Srebarna maintained reserve and the 
Pelicans Protected Site. The site is declared 
a wetland of international importance under 
the Ramsar Convention. It holds a UNESCO Bio-
sphere Park Certificate.

 ■ District: Silistra
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Rousse
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area is important for the conservation of 
Lake Srebarna, a Ramsar site, included in the 
list of UNESCO.

 ■ Protected species: 27 protected species of 
plants and animals, 54 protected bird species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village 
of Pozharevo, the village of Garvan, Mal-
ak Preslavets; exit from main road 21 Tutra-
kan-Silistra, village of Dunavets.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): In the town of Silistra.
 ■ Hiking opportunities: The area provides various 

opportunities for hiking.
 ■ Other attractions: There is no information about 

nearby locations.
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Dobrich District

23 Pozharevo - Garvan

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected zone un-
der the BG0000530 Habitats Directive, which 
contains protected zones under the BG0000237 
Bird Directive BG0000207 "Pozharevo Island", 
BG0002065 " Malak Preslavets Marsh" and 
BG0002064 "Garvansko blato". It includes the 
protected areas "Malak Preslavets Marsh ", 
"Saya Kulak", "Pozharevo Island" and "Garvanski 
Swamps".

 ■ District: Silistra
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Ruse
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area is important for the conservation of 
freshwater marshes located near the Danube 
River, wetlands, pastures, rainforests and the 
populations of waterfowl.

 ■ Protected species: 27 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village of 
Pozharevo, Garvan, Malak Preslavets; exit 
from the main road 21 Tutrakan-Silistra, village 
of Dunavets.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance within 10 km): In the town of Tutra-
kan, the village of Pozharevo.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: The area provides oppor-
tunities for hiking.

 ■ Other attractions: Opportunity for rowing / sail-
ing sailing trips.

Bulgaria, Silistra District
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The Valley of the Batova River25

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected Area 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI) with code 
BG0000102, which overlaps with the protected 
zone under the Birds Directive SPA BG0002082 
"Batova". Includes Golden Sands Nature Park, 
Baltata Reserve, Protected Site "Blatno Kokiche", 
ornithologically important site "Batova".

 ■ District: Dobrich, Varna
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Varna
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Natural pro-

tected riparian vegetation is preserved in the 
protected area.

 ■ Protected species: 28 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village of 
Batovo.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): In Albena Resort.
 ■ Hiking opportunities: The area provides oppor-

tunities for hiking.
 ■ Other attractions: Obrochishte, resort "Albena".

Bulgaria, Dobrich District

Suhata River24

 ■ Nature conservation status: Habitats Protected 
Area (SCI) with code BG0000107, which over-
laps with a protected area under the Birds 
Directive (SPA) BG0002048. The zone includes 
"Suha Reka", natural landmarks "Rock Forma-
tion Peshterata", "Rock Formation Vratata" (in 
Silistra District), "Alexandria Forest", protect-
ed areas "Suha Reka", Orlova Mogila (Dobrich 
District).

 ■ District: Dobrich, Varna, Silistra
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Varna, 

RIEW - Ruse
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area is a system of dry river valleys, formed 
in the soft limestone base of the Ludogorsko 
Plateau. They are surrounded by different 
types of deciduous forests dominated by oak, 
lime, hornbeam. There are open steppes and 
agricultural areas above the canyons.

 ■ Protected species: 33 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village of 
Karapelit.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): In the town of Do-
brich.

 ■ Possibilities for hiking: The area provides oppor-
tunities for hiking along the river.

 ■ Other attractions: Possibility of rock climbing, 
paragliding  and hang gliding, but banned 
between 1 March and 31 August because of 
breeding birds.

Bulgaria, Dobrich District
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27 Botanical Garden, Balchik

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected Area
 ■ District: Dobrich
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Dobrich
 ■ Nature Conservation Significance: The Botan-

ical Garden has a rich species composition - 
preservation of a territory with a characteristic 
landscape, protection of the habitats of endan-
gered, rare and vulnerable plant species.

 ■ Protected species: Multiple protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the town of 
Balchik.

 ■ Access restrictions: An entrance fee is payable 
during opening hours.

 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 
distance of up to 10 km): In the town of Balchik

 ■ Hiking opportunities: The area provides the op-
portunity for hiking.

 ■ Other attractions: Tourist attraction is the Pal-
ace on the territory of the Botanical Garden.

Bulgaria, Dobrich District

Golden Sands26

 ■ Nature conservation status: Natural Park, Pro-
tected Area under the Habitats Directive with 
code BG0000118, included in protected area 
under the Birds Directive (SPA) with code 
BG0002082 "Batova".

 ■ District: Dobrich
 ■ Responsible institution: Directorate of the Gold-

en Sands Nature Park
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Conservation 

of vegetation and animal communities and typ-
ical land formations and landscapes of scientif-
ic and cultural value and importance.

 ■ Protected species: 19 plant species, 6 inverte-
brate species, 11 amphibian species, 12 reptile 
species, 7 mammal species and 72 protected 
bird species.

 ■ Accessibility: Excellent transport access, exit 
from the first-class road Varna - Durankulak 
border checkpoint.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of 10 km): in the Golden Sands resort 
complex, the village of Kranevo.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: Five tourist and five spe-
cialized routes, which aim to introduce the 
biological and landscape diversity have been 
developed within the park; they are suitable 
for hiking, nature tourism, cycling, children 
tourism, photo-tourism, for people with spe-
cial needs. Along the routes there are recre-
ation areas - sheds and gazebos with benches, 
tables and fireplaces near old drinking foun-
tains. Viewing places reveal panoramic views 
of the sea, the park and the resort.

 ■ Other attractions: National Monument of Cul-
ture "Aladzha Monastery", Golden Sands resort 
with various tourist attractions.

Bulgaria, Dobrich District
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Shabla Lake - Ezerets29

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected area 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI) with code 
BG0000621, which overlaps with a protected 
zone under the Birds Directive - SPA BG0000156 
"Shabla Lake Complex". Includes the protected 
area "Shabla lake" and an Ornithologically Im-
portant Place "Shabla lake complex".

 ■ District: Dobrich
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Varna
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area is a salty, shallow lagoon surrounded by 
extensive reedbeds with many protected spe-
cies, including plants. The area is a Ramsar site 
as a habitat for wetland foul of international 
importance.

 ■ Protected species: 20 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: An asphalt road up to the lake.
 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): In the town of Shabla
 ■ Hiking opportunities: The area provides oppor-

tunities for hiking.
 ■ Other attractions: Near to the lake is  the loca-

tion of the oldest lighthouse operating in the 
Balkans.

Bulgaria, Dobrich District

Kaliakra Complex 28

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected Area 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI) withcode 
BG0000573, which overlaps with a protected 
area under the Birds Directive - SPA BG0002097 
"The White Cliffs", BG0002051 "Kaliakra". It in-
cludes the Kaliakra Reserve and protected ar-
eas "Stepite", "Yailata", "Aromatna Matiola".

 ■ District: Dobrich
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Varna
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protect-

ed area is characterized by hasmophytic veg-
etation, shallow, salty lakes, rock formations.

 ■ Protected species: 55 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: An asphalt road up to the town of 
Kavarna.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of up to 10 km): In the town of Kavarna
 ■ Hiking opportunities: There is a possibility for 

hiking. The architectural reserve "Kaliakra" is 
located within the protected area. Existence 
of the remains of an ancient fortress, in "Yaila-
ta" is an open "cave" town with about 101 
"dwellings".

 ■ Other attractions: Near the village of Bulgarevo 
a historical complex has been created to pop-
ularize the history of the Bulgarian lands. Pre-
sumably, it is exactly here that Khan Asparuh 
entered the Bulgarian lands in the year of 680.

Bulgaria, Dobrich District



5756

Sites in ROMANIA

Sites in Romania

Durankulak30

 ■ Nature conservation status: Protected zone 
under the Habitats Directive (SCI) with code 
BG0000154, which overlaps with a protected 
area under the Birds Directive - SPA BG0002050 
Durankulak lake. Durankulak. Ornithological 
important site Durankulak Lake.

 ■ District: Dobrich
 ■ Responsible institution: RIEW - Varna
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The protected 

area is a Ramsar site, Corine site, Aquatorium 
associated with active bird feeding. Presence 
of white dunes, grassy and shrub communities.

 ■ Protected species: 19 protected species

 ■ Accessibility: Asphalt road up to the village of 
Durankulak, the village of Krapets.

 ■ Access restrictions: None
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (at a 

distance of 10 km): In the Golden Sands resort 
complex, the village of Kranevo.

 ■ Hiking opportunities: Five tourist and five spe-
cialized routes, which present the biological 
and landscape diversity have been developed 
within the park. They are suitable for hiking, 
nature tourism, cycling, children tourism, 
photo-tourism, for people with special needs. 
Along the routes there are recreation areas - 
sheds and gazebos with benches, tables and 
fireplaces near old drinking fountains. Viewing 
places reveal panoramic views of the sea, the 
park and the resort.

 ■ Other attractions: National Monument of Cul-
ture "Aladzha Monastery", Golden Sands resort 
with various tourist attractions.

Bulgaria, Dobrich District
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The Iron Gates
Nature Park 

1 

 ■ Nature conservation status: Nature Park
 ■ County: Mehedinti
 ■ Responsible institution: National Forestry Board 

Romsilva - Administration of "Zhelezni Vrata" 
Nature Park P.A.

 ■ Nature conservation significance: Boreal de-
ciduous forests, coniferous forests, shrubs and 
sub-Mediterranean shrubs, pastures, rocks, 
water, wetlands, agricultural ecosystems. Pre-
dominant classes of natural habitats: freshwa-
ter, pastures and shrubs, rocks and caves, for-
est. There are 70 protected habitats, entered 
in the Red Book of Romania. The landscape of 
the Zelezny Vrata Nature Park is distinguished 
by its geological and biological diversity. The 
narrowest part of the Danube gorge crosses the 
park, offering the opportunity to discover an 
impressive karst relief, represented by rocky 
formations, valleys, caves, pits, and endemic 
plant and flower species such as the Kazan's 
Tulips, the Banat Horn, the Bells of the Kazan. 
The "Veterans" cave, accessible only through 
the Danube, and the Ponikova Cave both host 
attractive speleological forms as well as the 
species of bats included in the Republican Red 
Book. Among the great mammals, the bear and 
wild boar are most common. The fish popula-
tion consists mostly of common nase, flathead 
grey mullet, barbel, hake, asp and the common 
zingel - the only remaining sturgeon is the ster-
let. The represented Eastern Mediterranean 
and Mediterranean reptiles are the Hermani 
frog, the viper and the lizard. Among the birds 
are the small cormorant, the great cormorant, 
the gray heron, the little white egret, the Eur-
asian teal, the pintail, the common pochard, 
the tufted duck, the smew, or the Eurasian 
coot.

 ■ Protected species: 116 species of flora, 31 inver-
tebrates, 43 species of mammals, 205 species 
of birds.

 ■ Accessibility: Good, through Drobeta - Turnu 
Severin and Orsova.

 ■ Accommodation and boarding options: Accom-
modations available in Drobeta - Turnu Severin, 
Orsova and Eselnitsa.

 ■ Other attractions: Mountain tourism - hiking, 
scientific, religious, horseback riding, Danube 
cruises, bird watching, sport fishing, tradition-
al holidays and celebrations, cycling and moun-
tain biking. The Museum of the Hydroelectric 
Power Plant "Iron Gates" presents the history of 
the dam, which covers the rocks and that used 
to make the passage through the gorge almost 
impossible, hence its name. The park has 16 
designated, marked and equipped routes and 4 
thematic paths. Religious tourism is practiced 
here thanks to a number of religious sites such 
as Vodita Monastery in Varciorova or the Mon-
astery of Mraconia in Dubova. You can also see 
the sculptured face of Decebalus.

Romania, Mehedinti County
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2 The Plateau of Mehedinti

 ■ Nature conservation status: Geological and Na-
ture Park

 ■ County: Mehedinti
 ■ Responsible institution: Administration of Ge-

ology Park "Mehediniti Plateau" and Mehedinti 
County Council

 ■ Nature conservation significance: Forests, 
mountain pastures, rocks and caves. The ma-
jority of natural habitat classes include pas-
tures and shrubs, other arable lands, decidu-
ous forests and mixed coniferous forests, other 
artificial terrains, rock formations and caves. 
The Geolgical Park offers 10 approved hiking 
trails that lead tourists through the most im-
pressive karst and mountain landscapes. One 
can visit Epuran’s cave, the springs and the 
rocks at Comana, the Ponoarele Lilac forest, 
the areas with Mediterranean shrubs in Isver-
na, the Borovace Forest, the Drugicanu Forest, 
the Ponoarele Karst Complex, the Karst Walls 
at the Cosustei Springs, the Cosustei River 
Gorges, the Babi and Koshuta Horn, Obyazden 
Kamak Horn, the Topolnitsa River Gorges and 
the Topolnitsa Cave, the Balcii Horn, the Baii 
Horn and the Manastirii Valley. The most im-
portant plant species are Himanto- glossum 
janke, Campanula serrata; animal species - 
Bufo viridis and Hyla arborea; reptiles species - 
Vipera am- modidytes. There is a Visitor Center 
in Sisesti, Information Centers in Izvorul Barzii, 
Ponoarele, Obarsia- Closani and Ciresu.

 ■ Protected species: 8 species of invertebrates, 3 
species of fish, 20 species of amphibians and 
reptiles, 18 species of mammals, 2 species of 
plants, 35 species of birds.

 ■ Accessibility: Very good
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: ac-

commodation available in Baia de Arama, Is-
verna, Ponoarele, in a radius of 10 km: in Dro-
beta-Turnu Severin.

 ■ Other attractions: Walking tourism, speleology, 
visiting cultural monuments. Popular events in 
the area include the Lilac’s Day in Ponoarele 
on the second Sunday of May, the traditional 
ceramics festival in Shisse, the feast of To-
polnita Cave in Ciresu, the Balta's cave feast, 
the “Oale si Sarmale” festival in Sisesti, the 
National Folklore Festival Forest, the “Munte, 
Munte, Brad Frumos!” Festival in Baia de Aram.

Romania, Mehedinti County
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Domogled - 
The Valley of the Cerna River

 ■ Nature conservation status: National Park
 ■ County: Mehedinti
 ■ Responsible institution: National Forestry Board 

Romsilva - Administration of Nature Park Do-
mogled– Cerna River Valley

 ■ Nature conservation significance: Sub-Mediter-
ranean forests, calcareous facies, rocks and 
streams, wetlands. Predominant classes of 
natural habitats: pastures and shrubs, rock for-
mations and caves, forests, springs. The Park 
has a total of 20 approved hiking trails, perfect 
for lovers of nature walks. Another 14 routes 
are in the process of being approved. The part 
of the park, overlooking the Mehedinti County, 
includes the Wild Valley and the Gorge of the 
Tzesna River - a geological reserve, a reserve 
for flora, fauna and protected landscape - a 
canyon suitable for extreme sports enthusiasts. 
Another important landmark is the Mount of 
Stan - a reserve for avid botanists. The centu-
ries-old woods with beech trees over 200 years 
old are found along the Craiova River valley, 
but also along the valley of the Olanului River, 
the Yovan River, and so on. At high altitudes, 
Alpine landscapes are dominated by juniper. 
The main protected plants, rare and part of 
them endemic, in the park are Balkan ervil, 
Tragopogon balcanicus, the Banat horn, Lami-
um garganicum, Banat yellow flax, Primula au-
rica ssp.serratifolia or Hypericum rocheliana. 
There are 1463 species of butterflies, includ-
ing endemic Lampronia aeripenella, Melicata 
athalia mehadiensis, Brevantenia banatica or 
Eupithecia domogledana. Among the birds list-
ed in the European Red Book are the common 
swift, the European roller, the white-throated 
dipper, the black-eared wheatear, or the yel-
lowhammer. The most important large mam-
mals here are the bear, deer, lynx, and wild 
boar. The Visitors Center of the Park is located 
in Baile Herculane, but information can be ob-
tained in Baia de Aram.

 ■ Protected species: 69 floral species, 27 inverte-
brate species, 7 species of fish, 33 species of 
mammals, 20 species of bats, 2 amphibian and 
reptile species, 23 bird species.

 ■ Accessibility: Very good
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Baia 

de Arama, Isverna, Ponoarele, Drobeta-Turnu 
Severin.

 ■ Other attractions: Climbing, speleology, can-
yoning, scientific tourism, traditional festivals 
and celebrations, including Domogled Domo-
gled-Valea Cernei National Park Day, hiking.

Romania, Mehedinti County
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Vanju Mare5

 ■ Nature conservation status: Natural site of 
Community Importance, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Mehedinti
 ■ Responsible institution: No director, managed 

by Environmental Protection Agency - Mehed-
inti and National Forestry Board Romsilva, For-
estry Directorate - Drobeta-Turnu Severin.

 ■ Nature conservation significance: The predom-
inant classes of natural habitats are: crops, 
pastures, other arable lands, deciduous for-
ests, vines and meadows. The Vanju Mare site 
is formed by two types of forests - the flood-
plain riparian forests of Vanjului and Fulga, as 
well as the surrounding agricultural lands. The 
forests consist of winter oak, oak, common oak 
and common hornbeam, in which important in-
vertebrate species coexist, such as a stag bee-
tle and the great capricorn beetle.

 ■ Protected species: 2 invertebrate species, 51 
plant species.

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: With-

in a radius of 30 km - in Gruia, Hinova, within 
a radius of 10 km - in Drobeta-Turnu Severin.

 ■ Other attractions: Farm tourism, religious 
tourism, hiking. In Vanju Mare village is orga-
nized annually, in October, the Vine and Wine 
Festival. Walking trips can be organized in the 
forests.

Romania, Mehedinti County

Blahnita 4

 ■ Nature conservation status: Special bird protec-
tion zone, part of NATURA 2000, Ramsar site

 ■ County: Mehedinti
 ■ Responsible institution: Romanian Ornithologi-

cal Society
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic and 

terrestrial ecosystems. The most important 
classes of natural habitats are rivers, lakes, 
swamps, peatlands, cultures, pastures, other 
arable land, deciduous forests, vineyards and 
meadows, forest habitats. Other protected ar-
eas are included in the territory of the Blahni-
ta site are: Starmina Forest, Jiana, the Bunget 
forest. Among the most important bird species 
encountered in the site are: Botaurus stellaris, 
Ixobrichus minutus, Nycticorax nycticorax, Ar-
deola ralloides, Ardea purpurea, Egretta alba 
and garzetta, Aytya nyroca.

 ■ Protected species: 103 species of birds

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Ac-

commodation in Gruia, Hinova and in a radius 
of up to 10 km - in Drobeta-Turnu Severin.

 ■ Other attractions: bird watching, sport fishing, 
visiting cultural sites. Among the most import-
ant cultural objects are: The church St. George 
in Hinova, the Roman Castrum and the Roman 
embankment in Hinova, the Archaeological Site 
Botul Piscului on Corbului Island, the Archaeo-
logical Site in Deves-Cetatuie, the Archaeolog-
ical Site in Gruia – La Cariera.

Romania, Mehedinti County
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Corridor of the Jiu River6 

 ■ Nature conservation status: Site of Community 
Importance, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Dolj, Mehedinti
 ■ Responsible institution: County Council - Dolj
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Wetlands and 

wilderness zones, open areas with xerical and 
alluvial meadows, meadows and forest eco-
systems. Predominant classes of natural habi-
tats: rivers, lakes, swamps, peatlands, crops, 
pastures, other arable land, deciduous forests, 
forest habitats. The Protected Natural Zone is 
situated on the middle and lower reaches of the 
Jiu River and has a length of 129 km. It passes 
through four eco-regions - the Geto Plateau, 
the Gavanu-Burdea plateau, the Romanian Val-
ley's loess steppe, the riparian meadows of the 
Danube river. The valley of this river is one of 
the main trans-Balkan bird migration corridors, 
with 33% of the bird species from Romania 
identified here. European ground squirrel and 
the European otter are two species of mam-
mals that can easily be seen in their habitat.

 ■ Protected species: 2 species of mammals, 3 spe-
cies of amphibians and reptiles, 12 species of 
fish, 7 invertebrates, 1 species of plants.

 ■ Accessibility: High
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Ac-

commodation facilities in Craiova, Bechet, 
Filiasi, Bucovat, Calarasi, Cotofenii din Fata, 
Dranik, Malu Mare.

 ■ Other attractions: bird watching, hiking, sport 
fishing. Besides the natural sights, the set-
tlements located in and around the site offer 
many cultural and historical attractions. The 
natural estates included in the Jiu River Corri-
dor are: the estuary of the Jiu River at the in-
flux into the Danube River, the Dabuleni sands, 
the Bukovat Fossil site, the Dranik fossil site 
and the Zaval Forest.

Romania, Dolj County
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Ciupercenii-Desa8

 ■ Nature conservation status: Site of Community 
Importance, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Dolj
 ■ Responsible institution: Forestry Directorate - 

Dolj
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic and 

terrestrial ecosystems. Predominant classes of 
natural habitats: rivers, lakes, swamps, peat-
lands, natural pastures, steppes, crops, pas-
tures, other arable lands, deciduous forests, 
vines and meadows, other artificial terrains, 
forest habitats. The  “Ciupercenii-Desa" Nature 
Zone is located in the floodplain of the riparian 
Danube area and is an ornithological reserve, 
situated on about 200 hectares, covering the 
Broad Marsh and the Black Marsh. Here is also 
the forest Curumela, which is home to huge 
acacias, whose diameters reach 70-80 cm and 
the height is 35 meters. The habitats of Salix 
alba and Populus are those that contribute to 
the inclusion of the site as being of Community 
interest in the NATURA 2000 network. Among 
the birds present in this site are the white 
stork, the black stork (Ciconia nigra little egret 
(Egretta garzetta), the ruff (Philomachus pug-
nax), the purple heron (Ardea purpurea), the 
black-winged stilt (Himantopus himantopus), 
and the glossy ibis (Plegadis falcinellus). Ciu-
percenii-Desa village - is the only location left 
in the Danube valley that is not surrounded by 
an embankment wall.

 ■ Protected species: 2 species of mammals, 3 spe-
cies of amphibians and reptiles, 10 species of 
fish, 4 invertebrate species, 3 species of plants, 
79 other important species of flora and fauna.

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Ac-

commodation in Calafat.
 ■ Other attractions: bird watching, sport fishing, 

visiting cultural monuments. Besides the natu-
ral riches, several cultural sites can be visited 
in the area: the Roman castrum in Desa, the 
church "St. Nikolay" in Desa and others.

Romania, Dolj County

7 The Danube at the Garla Mare - Maglavit

 ■ Nature conservation status: Natural site of 
Community Importance, part of NATURA 2000

 ■ County: Dolj, Mehedinti.
 ■ Responsible institution: Romanian Ornithologi-

cal Society
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic and 

terrestrial ecosystems. Predominant classes of 
natural habitats: rivers, lakes, swamps, peat-
lands, pastures, deciduous forests, forest hab-
itats.

 ■ Protected species: 2 species of mammals, 3 am-
phibian and reptile species, 3 fish species.

 ■ Accessibility: Medium
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Ac-

commodation in Cetate, within a radius of 10 
km - in Calafat.

 ■ Other attractions: Farm tourism, religious tour-
ism, recreational fishing, local festivals, cul-
tural monuments, beach and sunbathing. The 
various habitats create a unique landscape 
that favors walks in the forests of the site and 
around the lakes. Also in Maglavit can be vis-
ited the Mulberry Plantation of Alexandru Ioan 
Cuza and the sand dunes.

Romania, Dolj County
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Romania,
Olt County

10. The valley of the Oltet River
11. The mouth of the river Olt

at the inflow into the Danube

6
7

10 12

15 16

6

7

10

9 

11

Radomir Forest9

 ■ Nature conservation status: Special protection 
zone for bird species, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Dolj, Olt
 ■ Responsible institution: Environmental Protec-

tion Agency - Dolj
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic and 

terrestrial ecosystems. Predominant classes 
of natural habitats: continental freshwaters, 
widespread cereal crops, meliorative pastures. 
Through the forest Radomir crosses the nation-
al road 6, but there are no tourist routes in 
the inner part. The forest covers areas with 
acacia plantation and remains of centuries-old 
oak forest Quercus. The forest does not have 
exceptionally large biodiversity but is an im-
portant site for migratory species threatened 
at global or European level and is a breeding 
and rearing area. Among the migratory species 
that spend medium long periods of time in the 
woods are the white stork (Ciconia ciconia), 
Egretta garzetta, the whiskered tern (Chlido-
nias hybridus) and the common tern (Sterna 
hirundo). Among the nesting and rearing spe-
cies in the area are: in the area include the 
red-footed falcon (Falco vespertinus), the fer-
ruginous duck (Aythya nyroca), the red-backed 
shrike (Lanius collurio), the lesser grey shrike 
(Lanius minor), the ortolan bunting (Emberiza 
hortulana).

 ■ Protected species: 39 species of birds

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: 

Within a radius of 10 km - Caracal.
 ■ Other attractions: Bird watching, hiking.

Romania, Dolj County
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     The estuary of the river Olt
     at the inflow into the Danube

 ■ Nature conservation status: Special bird protec-
tion zone, part of NATURA 2000, Ramsar site

 ■ County: Olt, Teleorman.
 ■ Responsible institution: Echilibru Association
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic and 

terrestrial ecosystems. Predominant classes of 
natural habitats: sandy beaches, rivers, lakes, 
crops, pastures, other arable land, deciduous 
forests, vines and meadows, forest habitats. 
The Olt River estuary at the Danube River is 
composed of a part of the floodplain forests 
along the Danube River and the floodplain for-
ests in the lower Olt River. The habitats in the 
area form a real mosaic, favourable for breed-
ing, feeding and resting of the birds. Among the 
birds of interest are: the black-crowned night 
heron (Nycticorax nycticorax), the grey-headed 
woodpecker (Picus canus), the middle spotted 
woodpecker (Dendrocopus medius), the com-
mon kingfisher (Alcedo atthis), or the pygmy 
cormorant (Phalacrocorax pygmeus). During 
the migration period, the site accommodates 
more than 20000 specimens.

 ■ Protected species: 81 species of birds

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: 

Lodging Accommodation in Korabia, Turnu Ma-
gurele and Islaz).

 ■ Other attractions: Bird watching, sport fishing.

Romania, Olt County

11Valley of the Oltet River10 

 ■ Nature conservation status: Site of Community 
Importance, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Olt
 ■ Responsible institution: Professional association 

"Sociology Militans"
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic and 

terrestrial ecosystems. Predominant classes of 
natural habitats: sandy beaches (23%), rivers 
and lakes (2%), crops (arable land - 11%), pas-
tures (8%), deciduous forests (35%).

 ■ Protected species: 1 habitats (floodplain forests 
with Salix alba and Populus Alba), 1 species of 
mammal (Rhinolophus hipposideros), 2 species 
of amphibians and reptiles (Bombina bombina, 
Triturus cristatus), 4 fish species, 1 inverte-
brate species, 8 important plant species.

 ■ Accessibility: Very good
 ■ Accommodation and food service options (up 

to 10 km radius): accommodation in Voineasa. 
 ■ Other attractions: On the territory of the Oltet 

River Valley site the tourist attractions are 
represented by the river and the floodplain 
of the Oltet River, Lake Balta, the Archaeo-
logical site Viile Bratasanu (Dobrun), churches 
and monasteries (XVIII – XIX), museum hous-
es (Petre Pandrea, Mihail Drumes), the art of 
traditional pottery, the popular dance "Kalus". 
The activities that tourists prefer are fishing 
and hunting, but most of them engage in gour-
met weekends, beach-going and sunbathing in 
the summer. The shores of the Oltet River are 
steep and sandy islands are formed nearby, and 
in the last part of the stream there is an em-
bankment wall along the course of the river 
and the marshy areas prevail.

Romania, Olt County
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Comana12

 ■ Nature conservation status: Nature Park and 
Ramsar site.

 ■ County: Giurgiu
 ■ Responsible institution: National Forestry Board 

Romsilva - Administration of Comana Nature 
Park

 ■ Nature conservation significance: Pannonic 
salt marshes and Ponto-Sarmatian steppes; 
Ponto-Sarmatian downy oak forest; Alluvial 
forests with Alnus glutinosa и Fraxinus excel-
sior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion al-
bae); Loess-steppe Euro-Siberian vegetation 
with Quercus spp; Swamps and Pannonic salt 
steppes; Subcontinental peri-Pannonic shrub. 
The predominant classes of natural habi-
tats: moderate European forests, continen-
tal steppes, still freshwater, running waters, 
shrubs, pastures. The park offers 10 themat-
ic routes with starting points from Culugare-
ni, Comana, Mihai Bravu, Islaz, Muraga-Zboiu 
as well as excursions and walks in the reserve 
with peonies or thistles. There are various rec-
reational opportunities that can be practiced in 
the adventure park near Comana Nature Park: 
boat or kayaking, rope line above the lake, mo-
to-paragliding, carriage ride and climbing.

 ■ Protected species: Over 1153 species of flora 
(defined as a nature park for 21 species), 31 
species of fish, 10 species of amphibians, 9 spe-
cies of reptiles, 212 bird species, 38 species of 
mammals, 2 types of bats.

 ■ Accessibility: Very good
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: 

Accommodation in Comana, Calugareni and 
Greaca. 

 ■ Other attractions: Opportunities for practicing 
nature tourism in the park are varied: hiking in 
the woods, boat trips, weekend tourism (pic-
nics, walks), bird watching, scientific tourism, 
sport fishing, school camps and excursions, etc. 
Among the cultural attractions are the "Coma-
na" monastery, the Gellu Naum House Museum 
and the Paper Mill Atelier Museum in Comana, 
as well as the Museum of History Calugareni.

Romania, Giurgiu County
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The Deep Lake (Iezer) - 
Calarasi

 ■ Nature conservation status: Special protection 
zone for bird species ROSPA0051 and Ramsar 
site.

 ■ County: Calarasi
 ■ Responsible institution: Romanian Ornithologi-

cal Society
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Natural lakes, 

artificial ponds, waterways and port basins, for-
ests, arable land, pastures. Predominant class-
es of natural habitats: continental freshwaters, 
swamps, wetlands, peatlands, widespread ce-
real crops, other arable land. The Deep Lake 
has a total surface of about 5000 hectares, 500 
of which are the area if the water mirror. With-
in the natural area, the red-breasted goose is 
of particular interest, but also the pelican, the 
little egret, the grey heron, the mute swan, 
the common moorhen. The area is populated 
by songbirds such as the great reed warbler, 
the sedge warbler, the bearded reedling, and 
the common reed bunting. On the surface of 
the lake, can be seen white water lilies, frog-
bits, and four-leaf clovers. The main ecotour-
ism activity that can be carried out on the site 
is bird watching.

 ■ Protected species: 92 species of birds

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: 9 ac-

commodations in Calarasi and 1 accomodation 
in Cuza Voda.

 ■ Other attractions: Bird watching, sport fishing.
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Vama Veche - 2 May
30. The Delta of the Danube River

 (Lake Rizim)

14 Borca Branch

 ■ Nature conservation status: Special protection 
zone for bird species, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Calarasi
 ■ Responsible institution: Ecological Club "UNES-

CO Pro Natura"
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The predom-

inant classes of natural habitats: rivers, lakes, 
marshes, peatlands, natural pastures, steppes, 
crops, deciduous forests. The Borca branch is 
located in a upstream direction from the city 
of Calarasi and extends to Giurgeni and its 
length is about 100 km. The most important 
species nesting in this site are Aytya nyroca, 
Milvus migrans, Haliaetus albicilla, Falco ves-
pertinus, Coracias garrulus, Ardeidae colonies 
and Threskiornithidae.

 ■ Protected species: 79 species of birds

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Ac-

commodations in Calarasi and Borca.
 ■ Other attractions: Boat, boat tours, sunbathing, 

bird watching. In the migratory period, the site 
hosts over 20,000 waterfowl. The Borca branch 
is suitable for sailing. The wooded forests of 
the branch provide a pleasant atmosphere for 
hiking or for boat rides.
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Dombroveni-Valley of the Urluia River - 
Lake Vederoasa

16 

 ■ Nature conservation status: Site of Community 
Importance, part of NATURA 2000

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: Forestry Directorate - 

Constanta
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic and 

terrestrial ecosystems. Predominant classes 
of natural habitats: continental freshwaters, 
swamps, wetlands and peatlands, dry pastures, 
steppes, widespread cereal crops, meadow 
grasslands, other arable land, deciduous for-
ests and tree plantations. Among the natural 
landmarks are the Dumbraveni woods, the 
limestone walls in Petrosani, the Aliman fossil 
site, the Concau-Negresti Marsh, the Credinta 
Marsh, the Vederoasa Lake, the Dunareni Lake, 
the Danube River Bank. Lake Veredroasa has 
meanders and is largely covered by reeds, and 
therefore hosts many bird species. The cave 
in Cismeluca, a natural landmark in the area, 
is home to five bat species: the lesser mouse-
eared bat, the grey long-eared bat, the greater 
horseshoe bat, the greater mouse-eared bat, 
and the Mehely’s horseshoe bat. The geomor-
phological landscapes are also extremely at-
tractive, consisting of hills, valleys, continu-
ously flooded with waters, pastures, cliffs.

 ■ Protected species: 5 species of mammals, 6 am-
phibians and reptiles, 6 species of fish, 5 inver-
tebrate species, 4 plant species, incl. 2 floral 
species, fauna from the Red Book of Romania.

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: In 

Adamklisi, within a radius of 20 km - Oltina.
 ■ Other attractions: hiking, sport fishing, visiting 

cultural and cultural-historical monuments. 
Many places of cultural  significance can be 
visited within the territory of the protected 
nature area, among those are: the Tropaeum 
Traiani monument and the Adamklisi fortress 
(in Adamklisi), the monastery "St. Apostol An-
drey" and Mihai Eminescu's water fountain (in 
Ion Corvin), Shroud of Holy Mary Monastery (in 
Dumbraveni), the Deleni Monastery and the Ro-
man tomb (in Deleni), the monastery "St. Maria 
Magdalena", the Tatar house Zulfie Totai and 
Multiethnic Museum (in Cobadin) , a Dacian-Ro-
man fortress in Plopeni, a place with fossils 
(Aliman) and others.
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Forest and Valley of Canaraua Fetii-Iortmac15

 ■ Nature conservation status: Natural site of 
Community Importance, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: Forestry Directorate - 

Constanta
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic and 

terrestrial ecosystems. Predominant classes of 
natural habitats: rivers, lakes, swamps, peat-
lands, natural pastures, steppes, crops, other 
arable land, deciduous forests, vines and mead-
ows. 27% of the Romanian flora is represented 
on this site, and the characteristic habitats are 
caves and marshlands, oak and hornbeam for-
ests and calcareous facies. The landscape of 
the calcareous walls, bordering on hills, for-
ests and water streams, continues beyond the 
border with Bulgaria, where it is called the 
Suha Reka valley. The walls of the valley reach 
40 meters in height. The Dobrudzha turtle is 
widespread in the area.

 ■ Protected species: 8 species of mammals, 4 spe-
cies of amphibians and reptiles, 5 species of 
fish, 9 invertebrate species, 2 plant species, 20 
other species of flora and fauna.

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Ac-

commodation in Oltina.
 ■ Other attractions: Walking, cycling, scientific 

tourism.
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Dobrudzha Gorges18 

 ■ Nature conservation status: Special protection 
zone for bird species, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: Forestry Directorate - 

Constanta
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Terrestrial 

ecosystems. Predominant classes of natural 
habitats: natural pastures, steppes, crops, pas-
tures, other arable lands, deciduous forests, 
other artificial terrains, forest habitats. The 
Dobrudzha Gorges offer an impressive land-
scape due to their geomorphological, paleon-
tological, botanical and faunistic characteris-
tics. Within the area there are two caves of 
great paleontological and archaeological signif-
icance - the cave At Adam and the cave "Gura 
Dobrogei". Approximately 80 species of Jurassic 
fossils were surveyed in the cave At Adam and 
a Homo sapiens fossilis molar has been discov-
ered. The Gura Dobrogei Cave hosts colonies of 
bats in the summer, which generate significant 
accumulations of pressed guano - this cave 
is also called the Cave of the Bats. The most 
important species nesting in the Dobrudzha 
Gorges are: Burhinus oedicnemus, Circaetus 
gallicus, Circus pygargus, Coracias garullus, 
Melanocorypha calandra, Calandrella brachy-
dactyla, Anthus campestris.

 ■ Protected species: 86 bird species

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: In a 

radius of 20 km there are 2 places that offer 
accommodation in Mihail Kogalniceanu. 

 ■ Other attractions: Hiking, speleology, outdoor 
sports.
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Danube River Cliffs17 

 ■ Nature conservation status: Site of Community 
Importance, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Constanta, Calarasi
 ■ Responsible institution: Forestry Directorate - 

Constanta
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic and 

terrestrial ecosystems. Predominant classes of 
natural habitats: rivers, lakes, swamps, peat-
lands, crops, pastures, deciduous forests, for-
est habitats. The representative habitat within 
this site is the forest galleries of Salix alba and 
Populus alba, containing areas without forestry 
activities, which is why those forests can be 
considered primeval forests. Within the Pon-
to-Sarmatian shrub habitat there are a number 
of species included in the Red Book of Roma-
nia, among them Campanula romanica.

 ■ Protected species: 1 species of mammals, 4 spe-
cies of amphibians and reptiles, 15 species of 
fish, 1 invertebrate species, 2 species of plants, 
8 other species of flora and fauna.

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Ac-

commodation in Cernavoda, Seimeni, Oltina, 
Calarasi.

 ■ Other attractions: Boat trips, recreational fish-
ing, visiting cultural monuments. Cultural 
points of interest that can be visited within 
this site are: Archaeological site at Cernavoda, 
the Axiopolis Fortress, the Archaeological site 
Carsium Fortress, the Historical and Archaeo-
logical Museum in Cernavoda, the Archeologi-
cal site Hirsova and others.
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Lake Siutghiol20

 ■ Nature conservation status: Special protection 
zone for bird species, part of NATURA 2000

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: BlackSea Spa Associa-

tion
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic eco-

systems. Predominant classes of natural hab-
itats: continental freshwater. The important 
bird species nestling on Lake Siutghiol include 
the following: the red-footed falcon (Falco 
vespertinus), the pied wheatear (Oenanthe 
pleschanka), the tawny pipit (Anthus camp-
estris), and the ferruginous duck (Aythya ny-
roca). The lake is important in the migration 
period for species such as the red-breasted 
goose (Branta ruficollis), the great white pel-
ican (Pelecanus onocrotalus), the pygmy cor-
morant (Phalacrocorax pygmeus), the little gull 
(Larus minutus), or the Sandwich tern (Sterna 
sandvicensis). The wintering species include: 
the black-headed gull (Larus ridibundus), the 
black-necked grebe (Podiceps nigricollis), the 
Eurasian coot (Fulica atra), the common gull 
(Larus canus), the tufted duck (Aythya fuligu-
la), and the common pochard (Aythya ferina).

 ■ Protected species: 79 species of birds

 ■ Accessibility: High
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Ac-

commodation in Constanta and Ovidiu.
 ■ Other attractions: Windsurfing, yachting, water 

skiing, air gliding, bird watching, sport fishing. 
Lake Siutghiol, which includes the Tabacariei 
Lake, is a lake complex separated from the 
Black Sea with a sea cordon – the location of 
the tourist resort Mamaia. The proximity to 
Constanta and the Mamaia complex opens up 
countless opportunities for leisure activities - 
from nightlife to restaurants with fish cuisine 
or visits to cultural and tourist places of inter-
est: the Constanta Casino, the Orthodox Ca-
thedral "St. Peter and Paul ", the Roman Build-
ing with Mosaic, the Genoese Lighthouse, the 
Natural Micro Reserve Constanta, the Museum 
of National History and Archeology, the Tomis 
Tourist Port and many others.
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Tasaul – Corbu Lakes19

 ■ Nature conservation status: Special protection 
zone for bird species, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: BlackSea Spa Associa-

tion
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic 

ecosystems. Predominant classes of natu-
ral habitats: rivers, lakes, swamps. The Ta-
saul - Corbu Lakes are a lake complex where 
Lake Tashaul is a firth. The abundance of 
bird species in the area is rich, among the 
main ones are: the common kingfisher (Alce-
do atthis), the grey heron (Ardea cinerea), 
the red-breasted goose (Branta ruficollis), 
the Kentish plover (Charadrius alexandrinus), 
the osprey (Pandion haliaetus), the Eurasian 
spoonbill (Platalea leucorodia) and the calan-
dra lark (Melanocorypha calandra).

 ■ Protected species: 82 species of birds

 ■ Accessibility: High
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Ac-

comodation facilities available in Navodari and 
Mihail Kogalniceanu.

 ■ Other attractions: bird watching, sailing water 
sports. Close to the natural zone is situated the 
balneological resort Navodari, which is perfect 
for holidays and health tourism. The archae-
ological sites of Cape Midia and the Valley of 
the Wind can be visited in the settlement of 
Corbu. The archaeological sites of Giaour Koi 
and Bardalia can be visited in Vadu.

Romania, Constanta County



86 87

22 The Sea dunes in Agigea

 ■ Nature conservation status: Site of Community 
Importance, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: Alexandru Ioan Cuza 

University - Iasi
 ■ Nature conservation significance: The predom-

inant classes of natural habitats: sand dunes, 
shrubs. The natural area is the only natural re-
serve with sea dunes on the territory of Roma-
nia. At present, the dunes are fixed with plant-
ed vegetation, but there are still some mobile 
and semi-mobile dunes. The plant species Al-
yssum borzaeanum, included in the Red List 
of Endangered Species, is found in the area. 
Other notable species include the Convicvulus 
persicus, the Ephedra distachya, the Crambe 
maritima, all classified as rare flower species.

 ■ Protected species: 30 plant species, 501 animal 
species

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodations and food service options: Ac-

commodations available in Agigea, within a ra-
dius of 10 km - in Constanta.

 ■ Other attractions: Ecotourism activities, scien-
tific tourism (for botanists), visiting the re-
serve.
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Murfatlar Fountain21

 ■ Nature conservation status: Site of Community 
Importance, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: Forestry Directorate - 

Constanta
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Terrestrial 

- agricultural ecosystems, forests, pastures, 
shrubs. Predominant classes of natural habi-
tats: crops, deciduous forests. The area around 
the Murfatlar Fountain is spread over a nar-
row limestone shoreline with narrow valleys, 
which contain about 515 flora species typical 
for the south of Dobrudzha. New plants have 
been identified on the territory of the reserve, 
which therefore are bearing its name. In terms 
of scientific significance, the Murfatlar Foun-
tain hosts several rare species: autumn crocus, 
vetch, thistle, centaury, and clove.

 ■ Protected species: 2 species of mammals, 2 spe-
cies of amphibians and reptiles, 3 invertebrate 
species, 2 plant species, 35 other important 
species of flora and fauna.

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Ac-

commodation in Murfatlar, Valul lui Traian, and 
within a radius of km - in Constanta and Med-
gidia.

 ■ Other attractions: Weekend tourism. In addi-
tion to the natural sites, a number of cultural 
points of interest can be visited, such as Little 
Embankment and the Tumuli Ensemble in Cio-
carlia, the Basarabi Station, the Birth of Mary 
Church, House Museum Stamatopoulos, House 
Museum Omer Bekir Bay, Vinification Bas-re-
lief, the Stone Ensemble at Murfatlar and oth-
ers. In the center of the protected area tour-
ists can visit the following sites: the Church 
of St. Paraskeva, the Church of St. John the 
Baptist, the Basarabi Monastery Complex, the 
Fantanita Nature Reserve (the Fountain), the 
Murfatlar wine area, the Konak of Mihail Ko-
galniceanu.
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24 Sea area around Cape Tuzla

 ■ Nature conservation status: Natural site of 
Community Importance, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: National Research Insti-

tute for Marine Geology and Geoecology - Geo-
EkoMar

 ■ Nature conservation significance: The predomi-
nant classes of natural habitats: sea areas, ma-
rine islands. The sea area around Cape Tuzla 
covers the rocky underwater earth forms that 
are cutting deep into the sea and are extreme-
ly important for habitats of reefs, sandy marsh-
es and swamps during ebbs and flows. In this 
site is the location of the rocky bottom with 
the greatest depth and most uneven relief in 
the Romanian Black Sea aquatory. Additionally, 
5 species endangered by extinction are found 
in the area - Cysostera barbata, Delphinus 
delphis, Mullus barbatus, ponticus, Phocoena 
phocoena, Tursiops truncatus, and 2 other vul-
nerable species - Pachygrapsus marmoratus, 
Scorpaena porcus. Crabs, sponges and anemo-
nes can easily be spotted.

 ■ Protected species: 2 species of mammals, 2 spe-
cies of fish, 23 other species of flora and fauna.

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Ac-

commodation in Tuzla and within a radius of 10 
km - in Constanta.

 ■ Other attractions: Sunbathing and sea tourism 
(recreational tourism), water sports, various 
entertainment, diving, water and boat trips, 
kayaking, horseback riding, ultralight flying, 
sport fishing. Tuzla Beach is a sought-after 
beach among tourists who are looking for some 
peaceful time.
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Lake Techirghiol  23

 ■ Nature conservation status: Special protection 
zone for bird species ROSPA0061 and Ramsar 
site.

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: Romanian Ornithologi-

cal Society
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Main habi-

tat classes: continental freshwaters, swamps, 
wetlands, peatlands, widespread cereal crops, 
meadow grasslands, other arable land. Lake 
Techirghiol is known primarily because of the 
therapeutic properties of its healing mud and 
the black healing mud extracted from the 
shores of the lake. Near this resource have 
been developed the Techirghiol and the Eforie 
Nord balneotherapy sanatoriums, the locations 
of intensive health tourism activities. The lake 
is an ecosystem unique for Europe, including 
salt and fresh water. The diversity of bird spe-
cies on the lake is an important point of attrac-
tion for bird watching lovers.

 ■ Protected species: 83 species of birds

 ■ Accessibility: Good
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: ac-

commodation available in Eforie and Techirghiol. 
 ■ Other attractions: Balneo treatment, bird 

watching, recreational tourism, fishing, ar-
chery, kayaking, mountain biking.
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Cape Aurora26

 ■ Nature conservation status: Site of Community 
Importance, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: No director. Environ-

mental Protection Agency - Constanta.
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic eco-

systems. Predominant classes of natural habi-
tats: marine areas, marine islands: sand strips 
and reefs. Cape Aurora is a marine site in the 
Black Sea aquatory. Mythalus galloprovincialis 
biogenic reefs are the most important habitat 
located on the high seas, at a depth of 30 to 
45 meters, but habitats of fine sands at low 
depths are particularly significant as well. The 
latter are very rare and have a high conserva-
tion value. They can be explored by diving.

 ■ Protected species: 2 species of mammals, 2 spe-
cies of birds

 ■ Accessibility: Good
 ■ Accommodation and food service options:

Accommodation facilities nearby.
 ■ Other attractions: Sunbathing and sea tourism 

(recreational tourism), water sports, various 
sorts of entertainment, diving, water and boat 
trips, kayaking, parasailing, kite flying.
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Costinesti - 23 August25

 ■ Nature conservation status: Site of Community 
Importance, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: No director. Environ-

mental Protection Agency - Constanta
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic eco-

systems. Predominant classes of natural hab-
itats: marine areas, maritime islands. Costin-
esti - August 23 hosts important habitats such 
as the biogenic reefs Mytilus galloprovincialis, 
hard clay strips with Phoidadhae, where the 
species Pholas dactylus is present, coastal and 
water rocks with algae photoforms, where the 
algae diversity is great and three other very 
rare habitats in the Romanian Black Sea aqua-
tory: coarse sands with fine stones in which 
the waves break, stony coasts, sands of small 
depth with traces of biotuberance by Arenicola 
and Callianassa.

 ■ Protected species: 2 species of mammals, 2 spe-
cies of birds

 ■ Accessibility: Good
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Ac-

commodation available in Costinesti and 23 
August.

 ■ Other attractions: The site can be reached through 
the beach of Costinesti and presents opportuni-
ties for practicing diving, sport fishing and water 
sports. Costinesti is a resort that offers a great 
number of accommodation facilities and restau-
rants. The surroundings offer conditions suitable 
for sunbathing and sea tourism (recreational 
tourism), water sports, various entertainment, 
diving, water-bicycle and boat trips, kayaking, 
riding, ultralight flying.
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Hajieni Forest - Cotul Vaii28

 ■ Nature conservation status: Natural site of 
Community Importance, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: Forestry Directorate - 

Constanta
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic and 

terrestrial ecosystems. Predominant class-
es of natural habitats: rivers, lakes, swamps, 
peatlands, crops, pastures, deciduous forests, 
coniferous forests, forest habitats. The site is 
extremely attractive due to the variety of im-
pressive flower flora - the area is at the inter-
section of the migration routes of a variety of 
flower species. The landscape is unique, made 
up of gilliflower and rock formations. Rare spe-
cies worth mentioning include: Centaurea jan-
kae, Himantoglossum caprinum and Potentilla 
emilii-popii . One of the distinctive elements 
of the Hadjeni forest is the large number of 
turtles that can be found walking among the 
grasses and tufts - estudo graeca.

 ■ Protected species: 7 species of mammals, 2 spe-
cies of amphibians and reptiles, 5 invertebrate 
species, 4 species of plants, 21 other species of 
flora and fauna.

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: In a 

radius of 10 km - accommodation in Mangalia 
and Limanu.

 ■ Other attractions: Scientific tourism, weekend 
hiking, hiking, cycling.
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27 Surfers underwater sea springs in Mangalia

 ■ Nature conservation status: Site of Community 
Importance, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: National Research Insti-

tute for Marine Geology and Geoecology - Geo-
EkoMar

 ■ Nature conservation significance: Aquatic eco-
systems. Predominant classes of natural habi-
tats: marine areas and passages. This site is the 
only one on the territory of Romania, where 
the common sea grass (Zostera noltii) is still 
to be found - it exists at depths of up to 2 me-
ters and is threatened with extinction. Among 
the species of plants that are present in the 
area are the brown algae Cystoseira barbata 
– endangered species, the dwarf eelgrass (Zos-
tera noltii), and the fauna species include: the 
long-snouted seahorse (Hippocampus guttula-
tus microstephanus – endangered species), the 
marbled crab (Pachygrapsus marmoratus – vul-
nerable species), the broadnosed pipefish (Syn-
gnathus typhle – vulnerable species).

 ■ Protected species: 4 plant species, 4 inverte-
brate species, 4 fish species

 ■ Accessibility: Good
 ■ Accommodation and food service options:

Accommodation facilities nearby.
 ■ Other attractions: Sunbathing and sea tourism, 

water sports, various types of entertainment, 
diving, visiting cultural monuments, horseback 
riding, kayaking, sailboat tours. The most ap-
propriate ecotourism activity that can be prac-
ticed in this area is scuba diving. It presents 
the opportunity for observation of the under-
water flora and fauna and the specific rocky 
relief. Water sports and sport fishing can be 
practiced. The settlement of Mangalia, located 
near the protected nature area, is favorable 
from a tourist point of view. Here one can visit 
the Callatis Fortress, the Mangalia Tourist Port, 
the Ismihan Sultan Mosque, the Callatis Archae-
ological Museum, the Papyrus Tomb, the Chris-
tian Tomb with Psalms, the Byzantine Building 
and others. Besides these tourist attractions, 
Mangalia also has a wide range of restaurants 
and bars, as well as the balneological resort of 
Saturn, which has a beach highly appreciated 
by the tourists.
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The Delta of the
Danube River (Lake Rizim)

30 

 ■ Nature conservation status: Biosphere Reserve 
and NATURA 2000 site.

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: Administration of the 

Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Water, marsh, 

land, river, river-side, coastal. Predominant 
classes of natural habitats: estuaries and la-
goons, rivers and lakes, marshes and peatlands, 
natural pastures and steppes, crops, deciduous 
forests, riparian vegetation. The part of the 
Danube Delta, which is located on the territory 
of Constanta County, covers the reserves "Kituk 
High Ridge", "The High Ridge of the Wolves", 
"Corbu - Nuntasi - Histria", the "Histria" For-
tress. The Kituk High Ridge and "The High Ridge 
of the Wolves" are complex protected areas 
and there is an opportunity for bird watching, 
but there is no infrastructure for this activity. 
Corbu - Nuntasi - Histria is a scientific reserve 
and access is via a hiking trail.

 ■ Protected species: 5 species of mammals, 5 
species of amphibians and reptiles, 15 species 
of fish, 11 invertebrate species, 5 species of 
plants, 51 other species of flora and fauna.

 ■ Accessibility: Good
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Ac-

commodation in Corbu.
 ■ Other attractions: bird watching, camping, 

sport fishing, beach-going. Among the most 
popular activities are boat trips. They provide 
the opportunity for recreation and recreation-
al tourism to be practiced in the area, as well 
as camping on the Vadu and Corbu beaches, 
where tourists can also sunbathe. Explorative 
tourism is also developed in the park and in-
cludes visiting the reserves and taking excur-
sions on lakes and canals. Scientific tourism 
can best be practiced in this area. Opportuni-
ties for rural tourism are also available.
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 Maritime coastal waterfront Vama Veche - 
2 May

 ■ Nature conservation status: Site of Community 
Importance, part of NATURA 2000.

 ■ County: Constanta
 ■ Responsible institution: National Marine Re-

search Institute "Grigore Antipa", Constanta
 ■ Nature conservation significance: Major Habi-

tats: Sea Areas, Sea Islands
 ■ Protected species: 2 species of mammals, 31 

species of fish, 19 invertebrate species, 6 spe-
cies of plants, 1 species of amphibians. The 
natural area is a real mosaic of habitats on an 
elementary level, as well as an area of refuge 
and reproduction for numerous marine organ-
isms.

 ■ Accessibility: Average
 ■ Accommodation and food service options: Ac-

commodation facilities in the Limanu village 
municipality. The coastal aquatory extends be-
tween the villages of Vama Veche and May 2 
along the Romanian Black Sea coast. Both set-
tlements are developed from a tourist point of 
view, offering a wide range of accommodation 
options, including many in the homes of the lo-
cal population. There are seafood restaurants 
and bars.

 ■ Other attractions: Sunbathing and sea tourism 
(recreational tourism), water sports, various 
forms of entertainment, diving, water bike 
tours, kite flying, cycling. There is a diving 
center, and tourists who choose such an expe-
rience will get information on the underwater 
environment they are about to visit. There is 
also a study route - the path of Neptune, which 
begins on 2 May and reaches Vama Veche. Five 
interactive screens have been installed along 
the route, containing information on the spe-
cies and habitats in the area as well as some 
interactive games designed specifically for 
children and young people.
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